
	

Board Certified Behavior Analysts Type 2 credits are available at the conference from the Behavior Analyst Certification Board. Information 
about obtaining BCBA credit is available on or website or from our office.  
Participants who would like to track contact hours for professional development may track sessions during the conference. Tracking forms 
are collected and a Letter of Attendance with participants detailed attendance is emailed to them for documentation. 

2026 Symposium Registration 
All registrations are processed on a first-come, first-served basis. Seating in Presymposium Workshops is limited! REGISTER EARLY! 
Online registration for groups and individuals paying with a credit card. https://mslbd.org/symposium-conference/registration.html

Name ______________________________________________________________________________   Position ___________________________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________________________________________________________________________  State_________________ Zip__________________________________

E-mail _______________________________________________________________________________  Phone (_________) _________________________________________    Mobile     Daytime

PAYMENT
Include name, phone number and email of the individual coordinating payment: 

	 Credit Card Payment. MSLBD will send electronic invoice to coordinator, payment due on receipt.  

	 Check payable to Midwest Symposium with completed registration forms. Mail to MSLBD, PO Box 202, Hickman, NE 68372.  

	 Purchase Order; accepted through January 30. Payment Terms 30 days from date of invoice. Email: registration@mslbd.org, fax: 402-313-4702

	 Payment coordinator (name, email, phone): ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	
REGISTRATION OPTIONS Early Bird Discount (On/Before Jan 30) Regular Registration Rate (after Jan 30)

Presymposium Workshop & Symposium* ^ 
(Thurs, Fri & Sat, please pre-register for Thursday & Saturday Workshops)

$240.00* $295.00

Symposium Only ^ 
(Fri & Sat, please pre-register for Saturday Workshop) $225.00 $280.00

Pre-symposium Workshop Only*

(Thurs Only, please pre-register for Thursday Workshops)
$210.00  $265.00

BCBA Type 2 CEUs 
(Optional Addition: Only available to Board Certified Behavior Analyst) NA  $65.00

Discounted registration rate available through January 30. If you must cancel your registration, please notify the MSLBD Office at registration@mslbd.org, through January 30 to 
receive a refund less a $35 administrative fee. No refunds after January 30. Registrations may be transferred to another individual at no cost. See full cancellation, transfer, and 
inclement weather policies on our website.

THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 2026 | PRE-SYMPOSIUM HALF DAY WORKSHOPS

 PRE-SYMPOSIUM WORKSHOPS
   Additional fee applies. Participants select one morning and one afternoon session to attend.

MORNING SESSIONS | 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
1.	 What Do I Do If They Don’t: Behavioral Strategies 

and Philosophical Changes That You Can Use on 
Monday Morning 

Working in any field with children can be challenging work. When that environ-
ment also includes defiant and oppositional students, the challenge can seem 
overwhelming. What are some strategies that you can use when they don’t 
want to do what you ask them? What do you do when the children refuse? How 
do you adjust your thinking so that you are focusing on the management of 
behavior instead of the behavior managing you? This workshop will provide 
easy to implement strategies that reframe your attitude towards resistant be-
havior and effectively address student challenges. (Basic, Intermediate) 
Matt McNiff, PhD,  Behavior Consultant, Educational Service Unit #5, Beatrice, 
NE 

2. 	 An Ounce of Prevention: Antecedent Strategies for 
Supporting Students with Developmental Disabilities  

Challenging behaviors in students with developmental disabilities can 
disrupt learning, strain teacher-student relationships, and create stressful 
classroom environments. Instead of solely relying on consequent strategies, 
evidence-based antecedent strategies may be implemented in order to prevent 
challenging behaviors from occurring--resulting in less disruption to learning 
and the overall classroom environment.
This session will explore how practical, preventative strategies rooted in 
Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) and Positive Behavioral Interventions and 
Support (PBIS) frameworks can reduce the likelihood of challenging behaviors 
in students with developmental disabilities. Through real-world examples, 
case studies, and collaborative problem-solving, attendees will leave equipped 
with practical tools to create supportive, structured, and engaging learning 
environments.  (Intermediate, 3.5 BCBA CEUs)
Keith Radley, PhD, BCBA-D, NCSP, Dee Endowed Professor of School 
Psychology, Department Chair, University of Utah, Bountiful, UT

3. 	 An Awesome Academic Session at this Behavior 
Conference

Reading, writing, and math can be challenging for many students. In this 
session, we highlight several research-validated practices for the support of 
reading, writing, and math. First, we focus on math because it always plays 
second fiddle to reading. We will highlight and discuss five research-validated 
practices for your math instruction: building vocabulary, using representations, 
modeling and practicing, building fluency, and solving word problems. Second, 
we focus on writing because it is ignored as much as math. We will dig into 
research-validated writing practices that align with the Simple View of Writing, 
including those in the areas of transcription, text generation, and self-regula-
tion. And finally, we will pay a bit of attention to reading and research-validated 
practices in comprehension. (Basic, Intermediate)  
Sarah Powell, PhD, Professor, The University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX; 
Erica Lembke, PhD, Curators’ Distinguished Professor, Associate Dean for 
Research, Special Education, University of Missouri, Columbia, MO

4.	 Supporting Student Behavior with AI: A Hands-On 
Workshop 

Artificial intelligence (AI) is envisioned to transform various aspects of society, 
including the way we educate students with disabilities. This hands-on 
workshop offers a practical introduction to AI’s role in special education, led 
by team members from a leading national center dedicated to supporting 
the use and adoption of technology in special education. Participants will 
explore how AI influences curriculum design, instruction, learning supports, 
and assessment practices. The session will also address key ethical 
considerations, particularly those related to the responsible implementation 
and provision of meaningful support for students with disabilities. Participants 
will leave with tools, resources, and real-world strategies that can be applied 
immediately in their educational setting. 
James D. Basham, PhD, Professor, Yerin Seung and Teddy Kim, Graduate 
Research Assistants, University of Kansas, Center for Innovation, Design, and 
Digital Learning (CIDDL)

5.	 Supports and Services Around Challenging Behavior 
in a Shifting Policy Landscape: Whither EBD? 

This presentation begins with a brief update on federal policy around student 
behavior, in an admittedly shifting landscape. While this is NOT a policy 
session, we first take stock of current trends in special education law, funding 
shifts, and evolving guidance around behavior and disciplinary practices. But 
we then focus mainly on two questions: (a) what does the current political 
landscape mean for children and youth with or at risk for EBD, and (b) what 
should educators know and prioritize in serving students and families with 
the best available, evidence-based supports? We offer guiding principles 
educators might consider to help them support students with EBD in the most 
effective, ethical manner; navigate disciplinary challenges with equity and 
fairness; and maintain both their professionalism and personal well-being.
Timothy J. Landrum, PhD, Professor, Department of Special Education, Early 
Childhood, and Prevention Science (SECP) University of Louisville, Louisville, KY

AFTERNOON SESSIONS | 1:30 p.m.- 4:30 p.m.
6.	 100 Real World Strategies for Students with 

Oppositional Defiant Behaviors, Anxiety, ADHD and 
More  

This session will provide an array of evidence-based strategies that meet the 
needs of students with these challenges. Strategies that work as well as strategies 
that don’t work and why will be shared. Activities will be built into the session 
and they are designed to take back to use in the classroom on Monday morning. 
At least 100 strategies will be shared for diffusing difficult situations, building 
emotional regulation, strengthening relationships, and utilizing the arts. (Basic) 
Beverley Johns, MS, Special Education, Learning and Behavior Consultant, 
Retired Professional Fellow, MacMurray College, Jacksonville, Illinois

7. 	 From “Oh Sh*t to “A-Ha!”: Core Components of an 
Effective Behavior Support Program 

Without the necessary program components, specialized behavior programs have 
fallen short in providing essential support for students that struggle with emotional 
and behavioral challenges. (Jones & Greenwood, 2016).  Throughout this session, 
participants will explore key components of a specialized behavior program for 
students with emotional and behavioral disorders (EBD) and autism.  Attendees 

will hear directly from teachers who are in the trenches with 
them and working in a specialized behavior support setting. 
This presentation will be interactive and collaborative, while 
giving actual resources, tools and strategies to take back 
and use tomorrow. Attendees will walk away with the skills 
and expertise to create, enhance, and improve their behav-
ior programs that support students with EBD and those on 
the autism spectrum. (Basic, Intermediate)
Carrie Fairbairn, MEd and Sallye Vanderplas-Lee, BA, 
Elementary EBD Teachers, ESU 3, LaVista, NE

8.   What’s Your Recipe for MTSS 
Success?

In this session, we will explore the key ingredients every 
school and district should have for equitable and in-
clusive MTSS success and identify ways to add in your 
own ingredients that meet the contextual needs of your 
school or district. (Basic, Intermediate)
Erika McDowell, EdD, CEO, Inspired Minds Collide, 
Paterson, NJ

9. 	 From Escape to Engagement: 
Transforming Challenging Behavior 

Escape-maintained challenging behavior represents the 
largest single function of challenging behavior exhibited 
by individuals with intellectual and/or developmental 
disabilities (IDD). In these situations, two goals exist: 
reducing challenging behavior and establishing or 
strengthening an alternative, appropriate response. In this 
workshop, we will discuss how to arrange contingencies 
that (a) promote the occurrence of alternative, appropriate 
behavior, (b) reduce challenging behavior, and (c) allow 
for practical implementation. In addition, we will discuss 
the roles positive reinforcement, negative reinforcement, 
and extinction can play in the development of such 
interventions. The workshop will lean heavily on 
published accounts of successful intervention from the 
scientific community, with an emphasis on educational 
environments or adapting the procedures for educational 
environments. (Intermediate, Advanced, 3.5 BCBA CEUs)
Joel Ringdahl, PhD, BCBA-D, Professor, University of 
Georgia, Province, GA.

10.  Let’s Reimagine Behavior Disorders 
with UDL Jams! 

We’ve done the research, delivered the trainings, and sold 
the programs—yet kids are still struggling. More of the 
same is not acceptable. To better support students with 
emotional and behavioral disorders (EBD), we must think 
differently, act differently, and move quickly. This session 
reimagines professional development as a jam session: 
structured but improvisational, deeply resonant, and 
joyful. Using Universal Design for Learning (UDL) as the 
framework, participants will explore music as a metaphor 
for inclusive practice – where variability is expected, choice 
is essential, and improvisation is a strength. Participants 
are not just attendees, but creators. Working in “bands,” 
they will identify problems of practice, design and perform 
solutions, and contribute to a shared resource that builds a 
movement for engaging, memorable professional learning. 
Jose Blackorby, PhD, Co-Director of Research in Learner 
Variability and Impact, WestEd/HGSE, San Francisco, CA

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2025 | 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
SATURDAY WORKSHOPS
1.	 Legal Developments in the Education of Students with EBD: What 

Teachers Need to Know and Why
This workshop provides a timely and practical update on legal and policy issues affecting students 
with emotional and behavioral disorders (EBD). Participants will gain insight into recent court deci-
sions, state-level due process hearings, and guidance that impact how schools support students 
with EBD. Special attention will be given to the legal implications of providing school-based mental 
health services, discipline procedures, and the most frequent missteps that lead to litigation or 
compliance findings. Educators, administrators, and support personnel will leave with actionable 
strategies to promote legally sound and educationally effective practices in their schools.
Katherine A. Graves, PhD, Assistant Professor, Utah State University, Logan, UT; Angela Tuttle 
Prince, PhD, Associate Professor, Iowa State University of Science & Technology, Ames, IA; Jason 
C. Travers, Professor, Temple University, Philadelphia, PA 

2. 	 From Prevention to Response: SEL and Restorative Practice 
Strategies to Reduce Disproportionality in School Discipline   

In this workshop session, International Institute for Restorative Practices Associate Professor 
Doug Judge will present implementation frameworks and practice guides for integrating proac-
tive and responsive Social Emotional Learning (SEL) and Restorative Practice (RP) approaches in 
K-12 schools. Organized within the SEL Signature Practice framework and utilizing opportunities 
to practice, the session will focus generally on the integration of SEL and RP as an evidence-based 
approach to promote academic excellence and reduce race-and ability-based disproportionality in 
special education referral and classroom/school exclusion. We will review both critical and practi-
cal guidance for sustained implementation, as well as three assessment frameworks to assist with 
systematic troubleshooting and evaluation. (Intermediate) 
Doug Judge, PhD, Associate Professor, International Institute for Restorative Practices Graduate 
School, Seattle, WA

3.	 Using the EBP of ABA Framework to Enhance Client Outcomes: 
Focusing on the Role of Client Values and Context

The evidence-based practice of applied behavior analysis (EBP of ABA) framework drives effective 
and ethical clinical decision-making by emphasizing the nuanced integration of the best avail-
able evidence with client values and context and clinical expertise (Contreras et al., 2021). This 
workshop will provide a brief overview of the EBP of ABA framework and will explore the client 
values and context component of the framework in depth. We will discuss considerations includ-
ing focusing on quality of life, identifying client-driven goals, ensuring client voices are consistently 
centered through assent procedures, and balancing client and stakeholder needs. (Intermediate, 
3.0 BCBA CEUs for Learning and Ethics)
Bethany Contreras, PhD, Assistant Professor, University of Nevada, Reno, Sparks, NV 

4.	 Kindness and Caring as an Antidote to Bullying
We are living in unprecedented times where bullying behaviors have become more normative and 
even accepted. How do we teach students and adults to reject bullying? One solution is to teach, 
model, and support acts of kindness, caring, and bravery.
Susan Swearer, PhD, Willa Cather Professor of School Psychology and Chair, Department of 
Educational Psychology, University of Nebraska – Lincoln, Lincoln, NE

* THURSDAY PRESYMPOSIUM WORKSHOP
Morning Half-Day Presymposium Workshops (choose one)

	 1. 	 What Do I Do If They Don’t: Behavioral Strategies and Philosophical Changes That 	
		  You Can Use on Monday Morning 

	 2.	 An Ounce of Prevention: Antecedent Strategies for Supporting Students with 
		  Developmental Disabilities

	 3.	 An Awesome Academic Session at this Behavior Conference
	 4.	 Supporting Student Behavior with AI: A Hands-On Workshop 
	 5. 	 Supports and Services Around Challenging Behavior in a Shifting Policy Landscape: 

		  Whither EBD?
		  Unknown or Unable to Attend 

Afternoon Half-Day Presymposium Workshops (choose one)
	 6.	 100 Real World Strategies for Students with Oppositional Defiant Behaviors, Anxiety, 

		  ADHD and More  
	 7.	 From “Oh Sh*t to “A-Ha!”: Core Components of an Effective Behavior 

		  Support Program		
	 8.	 What’s Your Recipe for MTSS Success?
	 9.	 From Escape to Engagement: Transforming Challenging Behavior 
	 10. 	 Let’s Reimagine Behavior Disorders with UDL Jams! 
		  Unknown or Unable to Attend 

FRIDAY SYMPOSIUM KEYNOTE AND BREAKOUT SESSIONS
All sessions are general seating, pre-registration is not required. 

^SATURDAY MORNING WORKSHOPS 
(choose one)

	 1.	 Legal Developments in the Education of Students with BD: What Teachers Need to Know and Why
	 2.	 From Prevention to Response: SEL and Restorative Practice Strategies to Reduce Disproportionality in School Discipline
	 3. 	 Using the EBP of ABA Framework to Enhance Client Outcomes: Focusing on the Role of Client Values and Context
	 4.	 Kindness and Caring as an Antidote to Bullying
		  Unknown or Unable to Attend

Email: registration@mslbd.org / Fax: 402-313-4702 / Mail: MSLBD, P.O. Box 202 Hickman, NE 63372




